


ROBERT JAMES LEAMEN

It s difficult w attempt in words ANV CXPres-
sion of the feeling of sorrow and loss which
Lawrence Park has experienced in the untimelty
death of James Leamen, Mr. Leamen was one
of the original members of the staff of the school
when it apened in 1936, He was held in high
esteem by his colleagues and students alike.

His carcer, short when interrupted by war
service, estalilished him as one of the sutstanding
physical directors in the teaching profession.
This was a natural result of keen participstion in
sports of all kinds during his own student davs in
Riverdale Collegiate and McMaster niversity,
and of his deep interest in the welfare of the
vouth who were privileged to sit in classes or
play on his teams

One of the 1rst of Toronto teachers to yolun-
teer, it was with considerable regret that we <aw
im feave to serve his country in the War 1939
1945. This schiool and hiz fellow wachers watched
with pride his rise to prominence and leadership
in the RIWCAF. It reached 2 climax when he
was cited in Hiz Majesty’s despatches for the
administration of the first all Canadian bomber

station in Englaml,  Many Canadian boys owe
miuch to the elfonts of Wing Commander Leamen
in helping to meet their needs while overseas and
[ater in repatriation.

He returned to assume his duties amidst the
acclmim of his former friends and students, He
was appointed head of his department shortly
alter his return, Nor was his influence confined
o the day-time activitiez of a large school,
Talents for administration and  organization,
mutured in the experiences of war, obtained wide
scope in the direction of the new Community
Centre where many parents and friends of the
community cnjoved inleresting  evenings in
atimulating activities.

Fhe plice which he holds in the hearts of all
who worlied with him will long continue,  The
luss we feel as we go about halls, where bis ready
smile and encouraging salutations made them =
beiter place to be, 15 only excseded in the home
where he has left a devoted wife and three chil
dret, OF this we can be sure. The influence that
Olessed thiet home, this school, and his profession
i= not lost. It will bear the fruits by which his
Master knows him.




—

Charles W. Robb, B.A., Principal 1936-1940

The death, in June. 1949, of Mr. L. W. Robb. BA_ Supcrintendent of Secondary Schools in
Toronto and first principal of Tawtence Park, was & great Joss to the world of education and to

Lawrence Park in particoaksr.

In an age that is frequently unsure of 365 selves he believed firmly in scholarship and in
the habit formivg benefits of ressonable disciphine.  Above all he was warm and human, and had a
great capacity for iriendship
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